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Baldwin: Origins and Mariner 10 (Faith & Science Update)
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The mission of Apollo 16 placed a
special camera onto the surface of
the Moon. Photographs from this
camera surprised scientists by revealing that substantial amounts of
hydrogen are leaving Earth’s atmosphere.2 What did this mean? Water
molecules in the upper atmosphere
above the ozone layer are shattered
into atomic and molecular oxygen
and hydrogen by the Sun’s ultraviolet radiation. The hydrogen is lighter
than the oxygen and so rises away
from the Earth and was thus recorded by the Moon camera. On the
other hand, the oxygen is heavier
than the hydrogen and falls downward to the Earth. This atomic oxygen is an important source of
atmospheric oxygen that is pro-
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O

nce in a while contemporary science
makes a discovery
that comes as a
great and pleasant surprise to
creationists. Here is a story of one of
those moments. It needs to become
much more widely known than at
present.
For years now, evolutionary scientists have claimed that they can
simulate the accidental, spontaneous
origin of life around 3.7 billion years
ago without any reference to God’s
input. According to this theory, life
arose in some warm pond, which is
sometimes called a primordial soup.
These scientists hypothesize that just
the right amount of the needed
chemicals combined with a proper
amount of electric start-up input
from the atmosphere, which purportedly resulted in the initial formation of the basic building blocks
needed for life forms to develop.
Creationists have puzzled over this
evolutionary claim, wondering
about its scientific accuracy and
credibility.
Findings by the United States

space program, as reported and interpreted
by two leading professors, George T. Javor and
G. E. Snow, who are also creationists,
have provided a powerful response
to this claim that life can arise spontaneously in the distant past in conditions provided by some primordial soup setting.1
As a background to the discovery,
a few relevant facts need to be noted.
It may come as a surprise that oxygen is potentially poisonous to simple life forms. For this reason, scientists think that there was no oxygen
present in the primitive Earth. The
oxygen-free condition would then
permit simple life forms to get a
foothold. Therefore, in scientific laboratory simulations of the primordial soup conditions, oxygen was
intentionally removed from the
gasses present. When oxygen was
introduced into the experiments, no
biologically significant compounds
were formed. Then came the space
program and an exciting discovery
relevant to the origin of life in the
primordial soup conditions.
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duced without reference to living
things, like plants, and their photosynthesis process. Photosynthesis, of
course, also makes oxygen.
This space program discovery
means, importantly, that oxygen was
present in primitive Earth conditions long before any life forms were
present. How, therefore, did life get
started with this enemy of life forms
always present? Evolutionary scientists received this information with a
mixed reception, because of the
unfavorable implication for origin
of life studies.3
More good news for creationists
came in 1973, when Mariner 10
spacecraft flew by the planet Venus
and sent back information that the
upper atmosphere of Venus was very

F A I T H

A N D

S C I E N C E

U P D A T E

John T. Baldwin

O

nce in a while contemporary science
makes a discovery
that comes as a
great and pleasant surprise to
creationists. Here is a story of one of
those moments. It needs to become
much more widely known than at
present.
For years now, evolutionary scientists have claimed that they can
simulate the accidental, spontaneous
origin of life around 3.7 billion years
ago without any reference to God’s
input. According to this theory, life
arose in some warm pond, which is
sometimes called a primordial soup.
These scientists hypothesize that just
the right amount of the needed
chemicals combined with a proper
amount of electric start-up input
from the atmosphere, which purportedly resulted in the initial formation of the basic building blocks
needed for life forms to develop.
Creationists have puzzled over this
evolutionary claim, wondering
about its scientific accuracy and
credibility.
Findings by the United States

space program, as reported and interpreted
by two leading professors, George T. Javor and
G. E. Snow, who are also creationists,
have provided a powerful response
to this claim that life can arise spontaneously in the distant past in conditions provided by some primordial soup setting.1
As a background to the discovery,
a few relevant facts need to be noted.
It may come as a surprise that oxygen is potentially poisonous to simple life forms. For this reason, scientists think that there was no oxygen
present in the primitive Earth. The
oxygen-free condition would then
permit simple life forms to get a
foothold. Therefore, in scientific laboratory simulations of the primordial soup conditions, oxygen was
intentionally removed from the
gasses present. When oxygen was
introduced into the experiments, no
biologically significant compounds
were formed. Then came the space
program and an exciting discovery
relevant to the origin of life in the
primordial soup conditions.

ORIGINS
AND MARINER 10

54

Perspective Digest, Vol. 12 [2007], Iss. 4, Art. 4
The mission of Apollo 16 placed a duced without reference to living
special camera onto the surface of things, like plants, and their photothe Moon. Photographs from this synthesis process. Photosynthesis, of
camera surprised scientists by re- course, also makes oxygen.
This space program discovery
vealing that substantial amounts of
hydrogen are leaving Earth’s atmos- means, importantly, that oxygen was
phere.2 What did this mean? Water present in primitive Earth condimolecules in the upper atmosphere tions long before any life forms were
above the ozone layer are shattered present. How, therefore, did life get
into atomic and molecular oxygen started with this enemy of life forms
and hydrogen by the Sun’s ultravio- always present? Evolutionary scienlet radiation. The hydrogen is lighter tists received this information with a
than the oxygen and so rises away mixed reception, because of the
from the Earth and was thus re- unfavorable implication for origin
corded by the Moon camera. On the of life studies.3
other hand, the oxygen is heavier
More good news for creationists
than the hydrogen and falls down- came in 1973, when Mariner 10
ward to the Earth. This atomic oxy- spacecraft flew by the planet Venus
gen is an important source of and sent back information that the
atmospheric oxygen that is proupper atmosphere of Venus was very

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol12/iss4/4

2

Baldwin: Origins and Mariner 10 (Faith & Science Update)
similar in oxygen content to that of space program discoveries confirm
Earth. We know of no plant life
what the book of nature tells us that
growing on Venus, therefore, we now if oxygen has always been on planet
have strong evidence that a primitive Earth, life could not have arisen by
planet’s atmosphere like that on evolutionary principles. As Snow
Venus can contain atomic oxygen and Javor rightly suggest, this coneven though vegetation is not pres- clusion shows, in harmony with bibent on the planet, provided water lical revelation, that life came
vapor is available.
“through a creative act by the One
This discovery means that we can- who commanded that ‘the earth
not postulate the existence of long bring forth the living creature after
periods of the early atmosphere on his kind’ (Gen. 1:24).”5 This is a
so-called primitive planet Earth that faith-building implication.
were free from oxygen. In other words
Sometimes science has pleasant
oxygen, the foe of simple life forms, surprises for the creationist. The diswas present on Earth at the time of covery of the existence of oxygen at
the alleged primordial soup. How,
all times on our Earth, which would
then, did life appear on Earth? The block the evolutionary development
space program has shown that life of life forms, is powerful and encould not have arisen spontaneously couraging. This strengthens our
and naturalistically as claimed by faith in the biblical statement that,
evolutionary theory. However, life is “the grass withers, the flower fades,
here. How did it arise?
but the word of our God stands forEvolutionary scientists have re- ever” (Isa. 40:8, NASB).
fused to accept as true the biblical
account of the origin of life forms at
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n July 21, 2007, at
one minute past
midnight, the seventh and last Harry
Potter book, Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows, went on sale.
Released globally in 93 countries,
Deathly Hallows broke sales records
as the fastest-selling book ever, selling more than 11 million copies in
England and in the United States in
the first 24 hours following its
release. The previous record, nine
million in its first day, had been held
by Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince, volume six of the series.
The Harry Potter books are available in 66 languages in more than
200 countries, and to date about 340
million copies have been sold. What
is it in these books that makes children who haven’t read a book in
their lives, suddenly read every page
of every book J. K. Rowling produces? And many read them more
than once. Parents report reading
levels jumping four grades in two
years. What is it that makes these
books the biggest phenomenon in
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publishing history?
Harry Potter is a
young boy in need of
friends. His parents were
killed by the evil sorcerer Lord
Voldemort, and he grows up with an
aunt, an uncle, and a cousin who
mistreat him throughout his childhood. While living with these relatives, he receives a message that he is
to attend Hogwart’s School of
Witchcraft and Wizardry, where he
discovers that he has supernatural
powers. The books recount his experiences and adventures at Hogwart’s
School. Millions of children identify
with Harry the orphan because he is
marginalized yet admirable.
The books have been praised to
highest heaven and condemned to
the lowest hell. The division of opinions is not simply between committed and nominal Christians, but goes
right through the conservative evangelical camp. The evangelical magazine Christianity Today has defended
the books, and some churches have
even used Harry Potter to teach Sunday school.

HARRY POTTER
AND GOD
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